Group wants to weed out pesticide use in Sask.
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Al Taylor wants to know why Saskatchewan doesn't have an anti-pesticide law when more than 300 residents -- almost half of them are children -- are poisoned by pesticides every year.
A report released Thursday by the David Suzuki Foundation, Northern Exposure: Acute Pesticide Poisonings in Canada, found that pesticides acutely poison 322 Saskatchewan residents, including 138 children under the age of six, in a year.
Saskatchewan uses one-third of the pesticides sold in Canada, "which means we have a very high exposure rate," said Taylor, a member of the Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides.
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Al Taylor, a member of Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides, weeds his garden.
Don Healy, Leader-Post
"We'd like to see the provincial government move, on the basis of this report, to passing legislation that would ban the cosmetic use of pesticides in all urban centres and all areas where children gather to play -- ball diamonds, schoolyards, picnic parks -- unless there's a public health crisis and the use of pesticide is ordered by a medical health officer," he said.
The Regina man has a xeriscaped yard and uses bacillus thuringiensis, a biological agent, to control worms. He believes pesticides should be banned to prevent acute pesticide poisoning through inhalation, eating, drinking or direct contact with eyes or skin.
According to the Suzuki report, more than 125 Canadian municipalities have passed bylaws to restrict cosmetic pesticide use but there aren't any in Saskatchewan.
The province's municipalities have the jurisdiction to pass a bylaw, said Lin Gallagher, executive director of the environmental protection branch of Saskatchewan Environment.
Quebec is the only province that prohibits the sale of some pesticides approved by the federal government.
"We'd like to see the same thing in Saskatchewan -- if Quebec can do it, we can do it," said Taylor.
Sask. Environment is reviewing strategies used across the country to reduce unnecessary pesticide use, said Murray Hilderman, an analyst with the Green Policy section of Sask. Environment.
Newfoundland and Labrador have legislation requiring vendors of pesticides in urban areas to be licensed and trained so they can educate customers about how to use and store the product, Hilderman said.
Once Sask. Environment determines the most effective strategy, the province will consult with municipalities. The department has distributed brochures to educate residents in larger municipalities about how to landscape without using unnecessary pesticides. As well, a new $200,000 initiative will be unveiled in a few months to collect hazardous household waste, which includes old pesticides and pesticide containers.
"We're just setting up our partnerships so in communities throughout the province, we'll be actively trying to get some of these old pesticides out of people's garages and sheds," Gallagher said.
Like Taylor, the city controls pests such as cankerworms with bacillus thuringiensis, which won't harm other insects, birds or humans, said Neil Vandendort, the city's manager of forestry and pest control services.
Although the city is gradually decreasing its use of pesticides, Vandendort said it's a delicate balancing act to keep all citizens happy.
"We use pesticides because we're requested and expected to control pests and that expectation comes from the public," he said. "Pests are everything from mosquitoes to gophers to dandelions."
He said the city's Web site offers suggestions about what can be used in lieu of pesticides and weekly on the city page in the Leader-Post there's a tip that's related to alternatives to pesticides.
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"Unless we change our direction, we are likely to end up where we are headed."                 Arctic Climate Impact Assessment Report
 

"Politicians and bureaucrats will always do the right thing-after they have exhausted all the alternatives."  With apologies to Winston Churchill
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