Canadian Organic Sector Secures Canada Organic Label

Ottawa 

On December 21st, 2007, a new federal organic regulation was published in the Canada Gazette, Part II (official regulations) http://canadagazette.gc.ca/partII/index-e.html.

By regulating the national Organic Standard developed by the organic sector, the federal government has taken a critical step to build a strong domestic market for organic products. “We hope that the new government oversight will help to protect the integrity of the organic brand”, said Canadian Organic Grower’s executive director, Laura Telford. Under the new regulation, only products grown and processed in compliance with the Organic Standard will be allowed to carry the new Canada Organic label. 

The final regulation was published after a 75 day public comment period in which the government received 91 submissions. “Although the regulation is not perfect, Canadian Organic Growers is pleased to see that a number of important improvements were made since the regulation was pre-published in September”, said Telford. 

Federal bureaucrats were under pressure from the European Union which had set the end of December as its deadline for submissions from countries hoping to establish a trade relationship for organic products. Although Canadian organic businesses already export to the EU, the new rules would have closed the door. The new regulation was required to keep the door open.

For Canadian Organic Growers, a goal which is even more worthy than keeping Canadian organic product moving internationally is to build domestic awareness of the environmental, social and health benefits of eating organically. Currently more than 80% of the organic food consumed by Canadians is imported. “We hope that the new Canada Organic label will help Canadians more easily identify Canadian product. This in turn will bring more Canadian producers and processors on board, something our industry sorely needs, particularly in certain parts of the country where we cannot keep up with demand”, said Telford.

