Question: How to make a country home and farm safe from pesticides.
Hi, I am a new farmer in Saskatchewan.  I have a fruit orchard and livestock.  I am in an area surrounded by grain farmers that aerial spray their field.  We do not spray but we are not classed as organic.  I am sure living in the middle of these fields that are being sprayed can not be good for us and especially my children.  I am at a loss at what I can do to make my home and farm a safe environment to live.  

 

If you have any suggestions please let me know.

 

Thank you,
Susan 

Paule Hjertaas’s answer (April 14. 2009):
Hi Susan,

It is very difficult to protect oneself from aerial pesticide applications. That is why I am not moving to the country as I can hardly drive anywhere either without driving besides sprayed fields. 
Pesticides drift not only when applied, but they also evaporate for a variable period of time following spraying. (see SNAP/ Issues/ Living Close to Fields…)  In California, chlorpyrifos (in Saskatchewan the product called Lorsban is often applied by plane) is so volatile it is considered a polluting volatile organic compound (VOC). 

In addition, they are carried around the world by air currents and fall back as fog, rain or snow. They have now contaminated the most pristine areas on earth: the Arctic, Antarctic and all mountain chains. Park boundaries do not stop them, and all mountain parks are contaminated.  It takes 10 years after banning a pesticide before the levels deposited in glaciers decrease. 

On SNAP’s web site, (www.snapinfo.ca  SNAP/issues/spray planes/Spray planes operate under Transport Canada) I have explained the current regulatory situation. Mostly, Transport Canada believes that the aerial sprayers are controlled by provincial legislation, and most provincial departments pass the buck with the only requirements of licensing and insurance through Sask Agriculture, with inspection of gear only every two years to maintain insurance. 
There are a few things you can do to avoid the worst direct hit of spraying. 

1. Register with your RM.

I talked to SOD (SK Organic Directorate) and was told that anyone who does not want to be sprayed should register with their RM office. A friend of mine has signs around her property but SOD does not sell them or know where to get them. The current thought is that whether and what signs are available may vary from RM to RM. 

Theoretically, sprayers have to check with the RM office about no spray location. Not a 100 % guarantee, but people have made enough of a fuss that they check. It is apparently getting better.

2. You could have a lawyer write a letter for you and send it to all your neighbours and the local applicators. 

A friend of mine was quite sick from aerial applications all the time. They certified their land as organic and had a lawyer write a letter telling the neighbours they would be held responsible for monetary costs if they lost their certification. The neighbours all promptly contacted the local aerial applicator and told him he better be careful not to overspray their land or he would be responsible for paying himself. Several years after, the sprayer was apparently still careful to spray when the wind was blowing away from the certified land. 
I was told today that many organic growers have obtained damages covering the 3 years of new certification for land that had lost its certification because of spray drift. I also understand from talking to lawyers that if there is an out-of-court settlement, the case falls off the court records and cannot be found again. The result of all this is that no one can build a record of the frequency of overspray incidents, their severity or health effects.
My understanding is that you go to court to claim monetary damages. If you are not a certified organic grower, you cannot claim a monetary loss from sale of crop from spraying. I understand that most cases of people who lost hay, bales, gardens, animals etc to overspraying have only obtained very minimal compensation such as $100 for a dead lamb for instance, or the cost of the hay. The only lawyer I know who took on these cases decided it was not worth his while to do so any more.
Adverse effects of pesticides on human health have been very difficult to prosecute in Canada. This is likely for several reasons:

· Until recently, there was no ‘adverse effects reporting’ in Canada. That meant that the Pest Management Registration Agency (PMRA- the agency responsible for registering pesticides for use in Canada) of Health Canada had no human or animal health data to consider when registering a pesticide.
· There is very little research in pesticides and human health in Canada. In the late 1990s, Saskatchewan conducted a number of them but when I went back to the agency two years ago, I was told that nothing was done any more. Similarly, some biologists were studying effects of toxins on animals and now they moved onto other issues. 

I only know of one case in Ontario where a neigbour was consistently spraying a property where the judge found him guilty and charge a fine large enough he had to sell his house to pay it.

3. If you experience any adverse effects, please report the incident to the PMRA (SNAP/emergency/adverse effects reporting forms) and to Transport Canada if it concerns aerial application. 
4. You could also contact Problems Pesticides Manitoba. This is the only group I now of that specifically works on aerial spraying. Overspraying people and properties not wanting to be sprayed should not be legal and should be considered misuse. However, it often fall through the cracks between Transport Canada, the provincial aerial sprayers associations, the PMRA and provincial pesticide agencies. This group gives general and Manitoba-specific information and help on how to register complaints and concerns when oversprayed by agricultural pesticides. 

contact: Mary Anne Nylen; Box 1376 Neepawa, Manitoba R0J 1H0E-mail: prairieorchardorganics(attyahoo.ca )
5. You could join SNAP and/or become a local activist to do work similar to Problems Pesticides Manitoba. 

6. Keep contact open with neighbours and lead by example. Perhaps in time you will convince many to switch to organic. You could ask them to notify you of when they will be spraying to ensure your windows are closed, air conditioner shut off and covered from the outside, and you have no clothes on the line or toys outside. I did that for years in the city and most neighbours were very helpful I would also leave for a week and ask them to spray while I was away. 
