Question: We have made the conscious decision to no longer use pesticides/herbicides on our yard. I would like more information about some alternatives for weed control. Do you have a list of alternatives that you would be willing to share?

Answer:

Hi Jennifer,

You don't mention if you have a city lot, acreage, or farm so it's hard to give specific advice.

I would recommend a great book from Rodale Press:   Rodale's Successful Organic Gardening Controlling Weeds by Erin Hynes, Rodale Press, 1995.
It's a great start as it mentions controlling weeds in various situations (hard surfaces, flower beds, lawn garden, etc. It also has al illustrated glossary of weeds at the end with the best natural control method for each.

It is important to realize that rototilling will only spread weeds with rhizomes such as quackgrass and thistle, while hand digging  or covering with absolutely opaque material ( old carpet, plywood, tarp) for a few years will offer a better control.


In addition, you can look through the Organic Gardening class notes http://snapinfo.ca/html/programs.html
You will find some information. The list of natural reduced-risk products licensed in Canada is under retailer survey.
The Organic Gardening Power Point  has weed control info near the end
Read your weeds points out the growing conditions that favor weeds to the detriment of grass. 
And Tips to garden organically gives lists of suppliers, references, recipes, and how to search for alternative info at the library.

I have a large pie-shaped lot and I got rid of my dandelions over a few years by:

- picking up all seed heads, especially before mowing

- starting small i.e. not randomly go around the yard and pull the biggest dandelions everywhere but making a virtual  3 m x 3 m square and pulling everything I did not want in it. Do that for 20 minutes every week, always start at the same square and fairly soon you will have cleared another, another, etc. It took about 2 years but now I have perhaps 20 dandelions/year so very easy to handle naturally.
- The smaller they are, the easier it is and the less repeat pulling.

-  Pull after a rain or watering, you get more of the root out.

- use of corn gluten meal  to prevent new weeds from establishing in the lawn. It also provides 10 % nitrogen. Don’t use in a garden where you will plant seeds. 

Even commercial or city properties have been maintained without chemicals by soil testing, correcting nutrient imbalances, aerating, fertilizing with good compost and overseeding. Weeds have decreased tremendously with proper care. The approach works as well for homes.
More information at:
Safelawns.org
National Coalition for Pesticide-Free Lawns   http://www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/    Great info on Organic training for municipalities, action items and great organic resources for lawns, diseases, insects, pesticide informations and tools for activists.
Generally these sites deal with an approach, not products but keep in mind that these are U.S. sites and that a lot more natural products are registered in the U.S. than in Canada because we have not got our act together on what to do with natural or generally recognized as safe products such as garlic.

In addition, extra resources can be found at 
http://snapinfo.ca/html/links-alternatives.html#weeding
Weeds on hard surfaces can be controlled with boiling water, vinegar/salt solutions, and I use an ecoweeder (Forevergreen Landscaping, B.C. Canada. http://www.chemfree-weedcontrol.com/  ) to do all the cracks in the street so the city will not come and use RoundUP. A propane torch will also work but the eco-weeder uses much less propane and I find it safer. There is one especially designed for dandelions and they also have commercial models for row crops.
Go to the organic farming resources 

http://snapinfo.ca/html/links-alternatives.html#weeding  

http://www.organicagcentre.ca/index_e.asp
and http://snapinfo.ca/html/links-sask.html#affiliates   for farming info.

I hope this is helpful

