To: letters@leaderpost.canwest.com 
Subject: letter to the editor 

Raised limits on pesticide residues more than irritating. 

Differences in pesticide limits between the USA and Canada pose a potential trade irritant we are told by the Pest Management Regulatory Agency. Therefore, we have to allow more pesticide residue on some of our imported produce from the USA. The USA has some of the weakest rules. We should have lower residue levels more in line with European regulations. Best yet shop organic if you can. 
What is outrageous is that about 30 corporate executives can meet in secret and decide what regulations we have to abide by. Where is the input from our elected representatives and the public? Are there not enough cancer victims? Why add to our chemical burden? Just who is this irritating to besides multinational chemical companies? 
This is being fast tracked under the Security and Prosperity Partnership. What a wonderful but misleading title--sounds like a great marriage. About 30 corporate executives from the USA, Canada and Mexico deciding how to integrate the North American economies does not make me feel more secure and I doubt if I will be more prosperous. Mr. Harper likes to operate behind closed doors without public scrutiny. However, he is in a minority government. Where are the other parties in protecting the health and democratic rights of Canadian citizens? 
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