Subject: RE: Maximum Temperature Regulations/Guidelines For Application of Lawn Pesticides    (Ontario)
Date: Wed, 19 Jul 2006 16:43:24 -0400 

 In response to your email of July 16, 2006, the Pesticides Act and Regulation 914 do not contain specific requirements for ambient air temperatures for the application of lawn pesticides. As you may be aware, a pesticide label is a legal document and any requirement set out on the label must be adhered to. For the particular product in question, Par III (PCP #19810 & #27884), the product label contains the following statement: 

USE PRECAUTIONS: Avoid spray drift to any desirable vegetation NOT listed on this label as damage may occur. Avoid contamination of ponds, streams, rivers and other water sources. Do not spray during periods of high winds when spray is likely to drift. Coarse sprays are less likely to drift. Do not spray during periods of high temperatures when crops may be under stress as damage to the crop may occur. 

Complaints of pesticides use during extremely hot weather should be directed to the Ministry of the Environment Ottawa District office and will be handled and assessed on a case by case basis. 

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) publication 384 "Turfgrass Management Recommendations" states: "Apply sprays when the temperature is below 27degrees C."  However, please note that this is a Best Management Practice recommendation only and not legally binding. 

If you want to discuss this issue further, feel free to contact me at 613-540-6863. 

Roberto Sacilotto 
Pesticides Specialist 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
Eastern Region 
Tel: 613-540-6863 
Fax: 613-548-6908
