Sask. residents second highest in pesticide use
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SASKATOON -- An increasing number of Saskatchewan residents are turning to

chemicals to control weeds instead of good old-fashioned, in-the-dirt garden

work. 

Saskatchewan has the second-highest proportion of pesticide use in the

nation, according to a report released Wednesday by Statistics Canada. 

With 43 per cent of households surveyed indicating that they used pesticides

on their lawns and gardens in 2005, Saskatchewan is just one percentage

point behind Canada's highest pesticide-using province, Manitoba. 

In fact, Saskatchewan's pesticide use has increased by six percentage points

since 1994. 

"A lot of Saskatchewan's population grew up on farms or has family that grew

up on farms where pesticides tend to be used widely," said Ross Nicholson,

co-ordinator for the Saskatoon pesticide reduction project. "So when these

people come to urban areas, they might not think twice about using

pesticides on their lawns." 

Despite the rise in pesticide use in Manitoba and Saskatchewan over the last

10 years, the amount of pesticides used by households nationwide has not

changed dramatically. The proportion of households using pesticides across

Canada dropped to 29 per cent in 2005 from 31 per cent in 1994. 

The only province to see a substantial decline in pesticide use was Quebec,

where in April 2003, the province's Pesticides Management Code set strict

controls on the use and sale of pesticides. By May 2006, the Quebec

government had banned the sale of all cosmetic pesticides for use on all

public and private lawns, and commercial and municipal properties, except

for golf courses. The province with the lowest number of households using

pesticides was P.E.I. at 14 per cent. 

Out of 28,000 households surveyed nationally, 1,791 in Saskatchewan were

asked about their pesticide use. Households were asked if they had a lawn or

garden, and if they used any weedkillers, pesticides or fungicides during

the last year. 

They were also asked how often the chemicals were used. In Saskatchewan, 42

per cent of households said they used pesticides on a regular basis, and 58

per cent said they used pesticides only when a problem arose, according to

Statistics Canada spokesperson Bruce Mitchell. 

"Some people will practise preventative regimes and have their lawns and

gardens sprayed regularly, others will not," he said. 

Standing in the middle of his well-manicured City Park garden, resident

David Schultz says he thinks pesticides are probably bad for human health

and the environment, but admits it hasn't stopped him from using 2.4-D on

his lawn. 

"When it comes down to it, I just don't have time to get on my hands and

knees and pull up all my weeds," he says. 

Schultz is just the type of Saskatoon resident Nicholson's

pesticide-reduction program is targeting. The pilot project, run by the

Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES), began last summer in Caswell Hill

and provides information and support to people who have agreed not to use

pesticides on their lawns and gardens. This summer, SES is targeting

Silverwood Heights and Nicholson said about 78 per cent of those surveyed so

far indicated they would be willing to stop using pesticides. 

But Spencer Early, president of Early's Farm & Garden Centre, says the key

to pesticide use is consumer and retailer education. 

"These chemicals should be sold only by organizations that have a

knowledgeable staff," he says. "Each pesticide has a specific purpose and

consumers should be informed of that purpose." 

Early added that all pesticides on the market today have been subjected to

stringent government tests and have been approved for sale by Health

Canada's Pest Control Management Agency. 

