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Saskatchewan needs pesticide bylaws and education on alternatives to pesticides.
The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides (SNAP) supports the Canadian Cancer Society’s position on legislation that would phase out the cosmetic use of pesticides. Saskatchewan uses over 1/3 of all pesticides sold in Canada, 18 million kg in 1997. 

“Saskatchewan is behind the times regarding pesticide education and reduction. Saskatchewan needs to get better control over sales and use of pesticides. SNAP also believes domestic pesticide vendors need to be licensed and trained. Saskatchewan garden centers need to carry reduced-risk products and display them separately. Saskatchewan professionals and individuals need training in organic approaches. We need to protect our most precious resource, our children, by passing pesticide bylaws, or a provincial Pesticide Code like the province of Quebec” says Ms Paule Hjertaas, President and spokesperson of the Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides. 
“Our organization is ecstatic that nearly 7 out of 10 Saskatchewan residents (69%) believe that pesticides pose a threat to their health and would support a law phasing out cosmetic pesticides,” adds Ms Hjertaas. Public opinion indicates it is indeed time for a change.

SNAP supports and thanks the Canadian Cancer Society - Saskatchewan for undertaking a much-needed Saskatchewan poll on cosmetic pesticides, and for their report on Environmental Carcinogens. ”It is great to count of the Canadian Cancer Society’s support of pesticide reduction measures,” adds Ms Hjertaas.  
The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides is a non-profit organization working to reduce the use of pesticides.  Please visit their website for more information.
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For further information please contact SNAP:  


Paule Hjertaas   (306) 584-2835, email: dp.hjertaas@sasktel.net 

President and spokesperson of the Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc, (SNAP)

Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc, (SNAP)

15 Olson Place, Regina, SK, S4S 2J6 

Tel: (306) 584-2835  
dp.hjertaas@sasktel.net   www.snapinfo.ca
NOTE: SNAP’s web site is currently being upgraded and not all pages are currently accessible.

	The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc (SNAP) is a non-profit organization working towards environmental sustainability in Saskatchewan by promoting: better understanding of the impact of pesticides (insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, etc) on health and environment; greater awareness and availability of alternatives for controlling pests, diseases and weeds; and significant reductions in pesticide use.  


Background
Pesticide exposures have been linked to cancer and  many other illnesses and syndromes like respiratory problems including asthma, neurological problems such as Parkinson Disease, Lou Gehrig’s Disease and depression, immune problems, endocrine disruption, developmental problems such as ADHD and autism, infertility and birth defects, and Multiple Chemical Sensitivities (MCS). Recent evidence also links pesticide exposure of pregnant women to development of gestational diabetes, which increases the occurrence of Type 2 diabetes later in life.  

Even the most remote parts of our world and all human bodies, including babies in the womb, are contaminated with many chemicals including pesticides. Children are especially vulnerable, even to concentrations previously assumed to produce an ‘acceptable’ risk.

“Our North America government regulatory bodies are behind the times with their risk assessment approach,” adds Ms Hjertaas, ”it does absolutely nothing for prevention of widespread pollution and illness. With a risk assessment approach, we have to count the bodies in the street before we take action. It seems like the ‘burden of proof’ is never large enough.”
“The good news is that there are natural and reduced-risk solutions to just about any kind of home landscape and garden problem”, says Ms Hjertaas. “Surveys indicate that when stores carry reduced-risk products, people buy them.” “How to get reduced-risk products in stores? How to get the stores to display them separately? How to get domestic vendors trained about reduced-risk pesticide products? How to get organic lawn care companies established? These are the solutions to reducing pesticide use we have to work on.” 

In Saskatchewan, we don’t emphasize reduced-risk approaches and products in horticulture or agriculture training. Domestic pesticide vendors do not need to be licensed, which means that they can give you advice without any training at all. Saskatchewan Agriculture and Foods (SAF) does not know what domestic pesticides are sold, how much, or have a list of vendors. 
The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides (SNAP) strongly supports recommendations of the Canadian Cancer Society - Saskatchewan 
that the Saskatchewan government should enact legislation to:

-  Ban or phase out the use of cosmetic pesticides on public and private lands.

-  Restrict the sale and retail display of cosmetic pesticides.
-  Provide an education program for non-toxic alternatives to lawn and garden practices.
As education for non-toxic alternatives to lawn and garden practices is key, SNAP has been offering an Organic Gardening class for several years. 

The upcoming schedule is: 

April 15. 2007  7-9 pm, Regina Sunrise Library 
Please pre- register through Sunrise Library (777-6095); minumum five people for the class to go.  Class notes available for $2.00 from Sunrise library. 

April 28, 2008 7 pm. Craik Eco-Center

The media can help by making the public aware of the problems involved in pesticide use, and in educating people on organic approaches and products.
--
 SK Residents support pesticide bylaws. ‘Nearly 7 out of 10 Saskatchewan residents (69%) believe that pesticides pose a threat to their health and would support a law phasing out pesticides used to beautify lawns and gardens.’ says a Canadian Cancer Society-SK (CCS-SK) sponsored Ipsos Reid poll.

 CCS-Sk report on environmental carcinogens in Saskatchewan deals specifically with tobacco, second hand smoke, cosmetic use of pesticides and community right to know and product labeling.  

CCS-SK detailed report is at:
http://www.cancer.ca/vgn/images/portal/cit_86751114/63/36/297511393sk_ATC-06_Mish23.5_x34_shelt2_en.pdf
CCS-Sk Media Release

http://www.cancer.ca/ccs/internet/mediareleaselist/0,3208,3702_434513_439978_langId-en,00.html
 New StatCan report on Households and the Environment http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-526-XIE/11-526-XIE2007001.pdf     p22-23 and annex 23 for more information. 
Pesticide Issues in Saskatchewan: A Primer by Paule Hjertaas, June 2007

This article gives an overview of pesticide health effects and the pesticide situation in Saskatchewan and Canada.

http://policyalternatives.ca/documents/Saskatchewan_Pubs/2007/sasknotes6_2_pesticides_primer.pdf
Northern Exposure  Acute Pesticide Poisonings in Canada by the David Suzuki Foundation.: 322 Sask residents are acutely poisoned every year.

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Publications/Northern_exposure.asp
Domestic Products

“As mentioned above, all products that carry pest control claims in Canada are regulated by the PCPA and the PMRA. Domestic Class pest control products will be captured under paragraphs 5(a), 5(b), and 5(c) of the Pest Control Products Sales Information Reporting Regulations (SIRR). These three provisions of the SIRR require reporting at the provincial level.”
Deirdre Waite
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Organic Resources for homes and gardens

Organic Gardening class offered by SNAP and xeriscaping and organic lawn care by Ross Nicholson, SES.

Organic Landscape Alliance - service providers and suppliers lists
http://www.organiclandscape.org
Organic Land care - certificates and diplomas in organic land care
http://www.organic-land-care.com/
National Coalition for Pesticide Free Lawns 

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/index.htm
released a new spring lawn care factsheet emphasizing a new approach to understanding non-chemical lawn care – Read Your “Weeds” – A Simple Guide to Creating a Healthy Lawn.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/resources/Read%20Your%20Weeds-Organic%20Lawns.pdf
Safe Lawns Campaign. Educational material, award-winning video: "Making the Organic Transition in Lawn Care." Also 2007 published Organic Lawn Care Manual.
http://Safelawns.org
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