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“The good news is that there are natural and reduced-risk solutions to just about any kind of home landscape and garden problem”, says Ms Hjertaas of the Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides. “Surveys indicate that when stores carry reduced-risk products, people buy them.” “How to get reduced-risk products in stores? How to get the stores to display them separately? How to get domestic vendors trained on chemical pesticide use?How to get them trained on reduced-risk products? How to get organic lawn care companies established? These are the solutions to reducing pesticide use we have to work on.“ 
The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc (SNAP) thinks it is time for change. We need to get better control over sales and use of pesticides. We need to license and train domestic pesticide vendors. We need to get Saskatchewan garden centers to carry reduced-risk products and identify them appropriately. We need to train Saskatchewan professionals and individuals in organic approaches. We need to protect our most precious resource, our children, by passing pesticide bylaws or a provincial Pesticide Code like the province of Quebec.
Exposure to pesticides has been linked to many negative health effects including cancer, respiratory, neurological and developmental problems. Children are especially vulnerable, even to concentrations previously assumed to produce an ‘acceptable’ risk. A recent David Suzuki Foundation reports over 300 acute pesticide poisonings in Saskatchewan every year.  The Canadian Cancer Society in Saskatchewan is advocating for a ban on the ornamental use of pesticides. The Medical Health Officers’ Council of Saskatchewan supported  “The imposition of restrictions on the use of pesticides for cosmetic purposes in areas frequented by children, particularly in daycares, schoolyards and playgrounds”, education, and “encouraged the discontinuation of indiscriminate use of combination products” such as weed and feed.  (Feb 25, 2005 letter to Sask Environment Minister Forbes) 

Saskatchewan uses over 1/3 of all pesticides used in Canada -18 million kg in 1997. Until recently, no provincial pesticide sales figures were available for Saskatchewan Agriculture and Foods (SAF). SAF does not keep track of domestic (household) pesticide use, in spite of federal regulation, requiring the collection of this information. 
The new StatsCan report on Households and the Environment opens the window on Saskatchewan domestic use of pesticides. Household pesticide applications are highest in the three Prairie Provinces. The use of household chemical pesticides in 2006  has increased in the Prairie provinces, in spite of being slightly down from 1994 levels across Canada. Saskatchewan homeowner pesticide use increased 6%, from 37% to 43 %. Regina and Saskatoon are in second place for highest proportion of household pesticide users with 46 % using chemical pesticide, following Winnipeg with 47 %. 

In prairies municipalities (including Saskatchewan), homeowners tended to use pesticides more often when a specific problem arose, rather than as part of a regular maintenance schedule like in Ontario, “such as a program offered by a professional lawn maintenance company (Annex Table 23)”. (1)This seems to indicate that moving to a professional lawn care company can increase pesticide use. 

SNAP’s Paule Hjertaas questions the numbers. “Many people don’t realize that Weed and Feed contains herbicides.  Also, the term pesticide is often interpreted as meaning insecticide, while it is a general term that also includes herbicides, fungicides, etc. I think the number of homeowners using pesticides is likely higher because of that.”  

“In Saskatchewan, we don’t emphasize reduced-risk approaches and products in horticulture or agriculture training. Domestic pesticide vendors do not need to be licensed, which means that they can give you advice without any training at all. Saskatchewan Agriculture and Foods (SAF) does not know what domestic pesticides are sold, how much, or have a list of vendors.” 
The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc (SNAP) thinks it is time for change. We need to get better control over sales and use of pesticides. We need to license and train domestic pesticide vendors. We need to get Saskatchewan garden centers to carry reduced-risk products and identify them appropriately. We need to train Saskatchewan professionals and individuals in organic approaches. We need to protect our most precious resource, our children, by passing pesticide bylaws or a provincial Pesticide Code like the province of Quebec.
The media can help by making the public aware of the problems involved in pesticide use, and in educating people on organic approaches and products. 
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For further information please contact SNAP:  


Paule Hjertaas   (306) 584-2835, email: dp.hjertaas@sasktel.net 

President and spokesperson of the Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc, (SNAP)

Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc, (SNAP)

15 Olson Place, Regina, SK, S4S 2J6 

Tel.  cell: 529-8215 (Thursday 12 July, 2007)      Office: (306) 584-2835  
dp.hjertaas@sasktel.net   www.snapinfo.ca
	The Saskatchewan Network for Alternatives to Pesticides Inc (SNAP) is a non-profit organization working towards environmental sustainability in Saskatchewan by promoting: better understanding of the impact of pesticides (insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, etc) on health and environment; greater awareness and availability of alternatives for controlling pests, diseases and weeds; and significant reductions in pesticide use.  


Background to Saskatchewan homeowners could easily reduce their pesticide use 
1. New StatCan report on Households and the Environment http://www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-526-XIE/11-526-XIE2007001.pdf     p22-23 and annex 23 for more information. 
Pesticide Issues in Saskatchewan: A Primer by Paule Hjertaas, June 2007

This article gives an overview of pesticide health effects and the pesticide situation in Saskatchewan and Canada.

http://policyalternatives.ca/documents/Saskatchewan_Pubs/2007/sasknotes6_2_pesticides_primer.pdf
Northern Exposure Acute Pesticide Poisonings in Canada by the David Suzuki Foundation.: 322 Sask residents are acutely poisoned every year.
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/Publications/Northern_exposure.asp
Domestic Products

“As mentioned above, all products that carry pest control claims in Canada are regulated by the PCPA and the PMRA. Domestic Class pest control products will be captured under paragraphs 5(a), 5(b), and 5(c) of the Pest Control Products Sales Information Reporting Regulations (SIRR). These three provisions of the SIRR require reporting at the provincial level.”
Deirdre Waite

Evaluation Officer

Re-evaluation and Use Analysis Section

Efficacy and Sustainability Assessment Division

Pest Management Regulatory Agency

Tel: (613) 736-3797

Facsimile: (613) 736-3770

Email: deirdre_waite@hc-sc.gc.ca
Web site: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/pmra-arla   (email : 2006-12-15 11:52)

Bylaws the only way to reduce pesticides

. “Best Practices in Reducing the Cosmetic Use of Pesticides on Residential Property”; March 24, 2004; Jointly Prepared by: The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention and Cullbridge Marketing and Communications 

http://www.cullbridge.com/Projects/PesticidesBestPracticeReview-FINAL040324
Organic Resources for homes and gardens

Organic Gardening class offered by SNAP and xeriscaping and organic lawn care by Ross Nicholson, SES.

Organic Landscape Alliance - service providers and suppliers lists
http://www.organiclandscape.org
Organic Land care - certificates and diplomas in organic land care
http://www.organic-land-care.com/
National Coalition for Pesticide Free Lawns 

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/index.htm
released a new spring lawn care factsheet emphasizing a new approach to understanding non-chemical lawn care – Read Your “Weeds” – A Simple Guide to Creating a Healthy Lawn.

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/resources/Read%20Your%20Weeds-Organic%20Lawns.pdf
Safe Lawns Campaign. Educational material, award-winning video: "Making the Organic Transition in Lawn Care." Also 2007 published Organic Lawn Care Manual.
http://Safelawns.org
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