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Greetings;
Thank you for giving me another opportunity to speak about the dangers of pesticides for the citizens of Regina.

The USA President's Cancer Panel strongly recommended President Obama “to remove the carcinogens and other toxins from our food, water and air that needlessly increase health care costs, cripple our Nation's productivity, and devastate American lives." This quote can be equally applied to Regina, our Province and own nation. The report can be read in full at http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/pcp/annualReports/pcp08-09rpt/PCP_Report_08-09_508.pdf

The findings of this distinguished and very credible President’s Cancer Panel cannot be ignored. The Presidents Panel’s recommendations, especially, cannot be ignored by all health and environmental officials responsible for protecting the public health. I urge this committee to read this Report, and then quickly recommend to City Council that they ban the use of pesticides, for cosmetic purposes, to protect the public health of the people of Regina, especially our most precious and susceptible resource, our children and grandchildren. There is one caveat. A medical health officer may, in the event of a very serious public health crisis, order the use of a pesticide. (A definition, of what constitutes a public health crisis, will be needed)

There is another quote from the Cancer Panel worth noting because it also applies equally to Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA). "Only a few hundred [chemicals] have actually been tested for safety: the high body- burden of toxins in newborns (more than 300 hundred different chemicals); and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA's) "innocent until proven guilty" approach to toxic chemical regulation. In other words we have to prove the pesticide is dangerous rather than the chemical company having to prove the pesticide is safe.
The regulatory is backwards.
This, “innocent until proven guilty”, applies equally to Canada’s PMRA. I quote from the 2003 Federal Auditor General's Report on the PMRA.
- Section 1.134 - "so far the federal government does not have the reliable, up to date information about pesticides that it needs to manage them effectively. It lacks significant information on the use of pesticides and exposure to them. Research on health impacts is very limited despite being a stated priority of the federal government."
- Section 1.136 - "Overall, we conclude that the federal government is not managing pesticides effectively.....For example, gaps in monitoring mean that re-evaluations depend on incomplete, inconsistent and out of date information." 
- Section 1.137 - "The range of weaknesses raises serious doubts about the overall management of the health and environmental risks associated with pesticides." 
The Auditor General's Report is a damning expose that shows PMRA does not have reliable up to date information, lacks significant information on the use and exposure to pesticides, has very limited information on health impacts, uses incomplete, out of date information to evaluate pesticides and cannot manage the health and environmental risks associated with pesticides.
I know this is not the information you receive from the makers, promoters and users of pesticides.

There is really no difference between the President's Report and our Auditor General's Report. They are seven years apart but show that very little has changed, to the shame of those authorities responsible for protecting our public health and the health of our environment. 

A final quote from the President's Cancer Panel, of which there are many that highlight the dangers of pesticides. “The true burden of environmentally induced cancers has been grossly underestimated."
For these many reasons it is imperative that this Committee strongly recommend to City Council that a Bylaw be passed, as soon as possible, that will ban the use of pesticides, for cosmetic purposes, in and on all property, within the limits of the City of Regina. 
Thank you. I’m prepared to answer any questions you wish to raise.
Allan S. Taylor,
Regina
