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It is with sadness that I report the loss of Tom Gentles, a long-time SNAP 

member and board member. He will be missed. There is now an extra 

position open on the board.  

Please consider rejoining and/or renewing your membership in SNAP if you have any concerns about 

pesticides in our environment and our food and water. 

Activities 

SNAP Web site: more updates and two new sections  

The SNAP site had more monthly sessions by more users viewing more pages and spending more time 

on the site. It is also useful to a large % of returning visitors. Returning visitors were over 20 % for 10 

months of the year, over 30% for 4 months and up to 39.6% (July 16) (from 5 months over 20 % and only 

1 over 30% last year). 

Most users from Canada, then the US, but still a large seasonal contingent of sessions from Brazil, the 

UK, Germany, Netherlands, China, India, Australia, S. Africa. 

169 news items and 2 actions and 6 events were posted during the year (April 2016-Mar 31, 2017). Most 

were also added as articles in the proper sections of the web site. I reset several lost links. If you know of 

any, let me know.  A few new sections have been set up. Look at the news items to see where the 

updates are. 

Again this year, neonicotinoids have been front page with many new studies and important reports. The 

new information is under http://www.snapinfo.ca/info/fact-sheets,  and http://www.snapinfo.ca/issues/bee-

die-off and the SK section of http://www.snapinfo.ca/issues/water. Please have a look! And let me know 

what you think. Check the news section on the home page for other items added throughout the site. 

Another big issue was the designation of glyphosate as a probable human carcinogen and Monsanto’s 

response. A lot of new studies and reports on glyphosate. This new information is also under 

http://www.snapinfo.ca/info/fact-sheets. 

The link to WCA spray schedule on the lower right of SNAP’s front page was updated for the year. 

Remember that sharing articles from the SNAP site can be done through Facebook and other social 

media.  

Web site statistics  

Web site summary April 2016 to March 31, 2017 

The SNAP site had more monthly sessions by more users viewing more pages and spending more time 

on the site. It is also useful to a large % of returning visitors. Returning visitors were over 20 % for 10 

months of the year, over 30% for 4 months and up to 39.6% (July 16) (from 5 months over 20 % and only 

1 over 30% last year). The site is used monthly by 52 to 201 users/mo (up from 50 to 144 users/mo last 
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year), initiating 69 to 260 sessions/mo (up from 61 to 161/mo last year) viewing 190 to 580 pages/mo, (up 

from 114 to 349 pages/mo last year). 

Most users from Canada, then US, but a large seasonal contingent of sessions from Brazil, the UK, 

Germany, Netherlands, China, India, Australia, S. Africa. 

SNAP’s web site is useful, with more and more people using it as a resource.  

 

SNAP Facebook Page  

I have been posting relentlessly (over 200 posts, not all make it to the web site) on SNAP's Facebook 

page and link postings to particular pages on the site. I also usually repost relevant articles of general 

interest on my personal Facebook page including the comments added for SNAP Facebook page, and 

links to the SNAP web site. I have also linked to SNAP’s web site and the Facebook page on several 

groups I am a member of.  

The page reaches hundreds of people/week when I post, and the engagement is increasing with more 

likes, sharing and comments.  I have no idea how to figure out Facebook stats but the SNAP Facebook 

page received 2 ratings by users: a 4 and a 5 stars. From April to Aug 2016, there was also a definite 

traffic increase on Snap’s web site which may be linked to the larger reach of the Facebook page. Lately, 

from Sept 6 to Oct 3
rd

 2017, the SNAP Facebook page reached 581 people, with 204 engaged. (I didn’t 

know I could look at that before!) 

Please like the page at https://www.facebook.com/SaskatchewanNetworkForAlternativesToPesticides to 

get notified of changes to the site or important pesticide news.  

If you have info that you want posted, please send me an email with ‘SNAP_’ topic as title and I will post it 

if relevant and give you credit for sending it if you indicate so, or you can message SNAP on the 

Facebook page as well.   

Email list  

It’s always a fine line between sending too many emails and updates and not enough. I guess I err on the 

side of not enough but I like to notify members and friends of calls to action.  

Please ‘like’ https://www.facebook.com/SaskatchewanNetworkForAlternativesToPesticides to get current 

news and actions. 

Organic Gardening Classes: 0 

Display: 1 at World Food Day event, organized in Regina by Denise McDonald. October 2017. 

The display was very well received and I talked to many people.  

Media:  0 

Information Requests  

As in most years, SNAP answered several requests for information and, if of general interest, the 

information makes it on the web site.  

- Wrote a sample letter for Estelle to use in Prince Albert (Sep16)  
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- Wrote background for Elaine Hughes to use of answering pesticide industry letter with more 

fiction than facts in her local paper (Oct 16) 

- Wrote on Glyphosate testing (Oct 16) 

- Became aware of Dr Callahan's web site on Zika virus and wrote a pdf on Zika virus under 

mosquito control for SNAP's web site.  (Oct 16) 

- July 2016 Letter to the editor Winnipeg Sun, 19 July 2016 re 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2016/07/18/cosmetic-pesticide-ban-feedback-wanted (on web site) 

- 6 May 2016 L to CBC Morning Edition re Wascana Center Authority pesticide use 

 

All can be found at http://www.snapinfo.ca/info/presentations-and-publications 

 

Member action. 

- My daughter Estelle wrote an open letter to mayoral candidates in PA asking what their stance is 

on a cosmetic pesticide ban in Prince Albert. Estelle has now obtained a Prince Albert web site 

on spraying updates. Unfortunately, the need for notification does not seem to be taken seriously 

enough for regular updates. Prince Albert is also having trouble with proper spraying notification. 

The link to Prince Albert can be found at the bottom right of http://www.snapinfo.ca/home 

 

- I was not able to attend the City of Regina pesticide meeting in the winter and the members I 

asked did not attend. I understand that, for budgetary reasons, the city of Regina did not proceed 

with their fall herbicide program in parks this year. However, Wascana Center Authority is still 

going strong with spraying (October 2017) 

 

- Former member Al Taylor has been very active on the pesticide issue, sending petitions and 

many emails updating his action. He has sent much correspondence to Regina mayor and city 

council on various topics including requesting a ban on neonicotinoids in the city to protect 

pollinators. Here is the city’s response:  

“It is my understanding that you request a ban on the import, sale and use of these chemicals on all 

public and private property within the city limits. This has been discussed with you by clerks with the 

input from parks department. 

The city does not use these pesticides on city property nor does it buy plants that have been treated with 

these chemicals. The city administration believes it does not have the capacity to control or monitor 

such a large effort to ban the import of plants or to ban the use of these pesticides on private property 

within the city.” 

- Geraldine sends me relevant Western Producer articles so I answer the following. Unfortunately, 

every time I try to comment on a Western Producer's article, the comment period is always 

apparently over... The article was posted of SNAP Facebook page and on the web site under 

publications as I could not send it the Western Producer: Answer to 'Is glyphosate really 

dangerous?' (Western Producer, Mar. 31st, 2016 by Robert Arnason)1 

 

 

Discussion with governments 

Dec 2016: wrote a letter to Minister Philpott enjoining her to ban neonicotinoids ASAP. 
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All campaigns and documents prepared are listed at http://www.snapinfo.ca/info/presentations-and-

publications 

Presentations and Publications 

See Information Requests above. papers can be found at Home » Info » 

Presentations and Publications 

 

Membership: 

 Several members have taken advantage of paying their membership for several years. 

 Already paid for 2017-18 financial year: Aird, Brandt, French, Gentles, Hughes, Roy, Sanche, Shadick, 

Skeel, Sutherland, Weir, CUPE 

 The total 2016-17 membership was 22 including 4 group memberships and 4 family memberships. 

Remember there is a 3 year SNAP membership available for all classes of membership including family.  

 

Finally, last but not least,  

A Big Thank You to SNAP’s Volunteers 

Denise McDonald and Regina Eco-Living for organizing and inviting SNAP to World Food Day. 

Geraldine, Elaine, Al and Estelle have been busy (see Member Action) 

If you plan to attend a meeting where it would be appropriate to have the display, please let me 

know and we can make arrangement for you to take it along. 

SNAP’s board: Paule Hjertaas, Dale Hjertaas, Margaret Skeel, Mary Aird, and Tom Gentles. 

 

And Thank you to SNAP’s generous Donors 

Sandra Brandt, Tom Gentles, Suzanne Henry, and Margaret Skeel. 

 

Without your belief in SNAP and your support, SNAP could not keep going. 

 

Paule Hjertaas, 

SNAP’s  President and spokesperson 
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