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I would respectfully ask to relate to Council my experience with the control of Leafy Spurge, a serious 

invasive noxious weed, in the Saskatchewan Provincial Park system. 

Leafy Spurge is an invasive exotic weed that threaten the biodiversity of native vegetation. Over a period 

of 10 years, I advised a program for control this species in several parks of the Saskatchewan Provincial 

Park system. We employed prescribed burning, herbicide applications (e.g., tordon, etc.) and leafy 

spurge beetle establishment to attempt to achieve control. 

Our experience was that burning and herbicide applications, alone, were not sufficient to control 

Spurge. With Leafy Spurge, herbicides had a short-term effect on the abundance of the plant but 

resurgence from the seed bank and the deep root system quickly re-established the dominance of the 

species in problem areas. Our application of beetles was successful at White Butte Recreation Site in 

that the population became established but we failed to monitor for long enough to know if the beetles 

could effectively reduce the prevalence of Leafy Spurge. 

The problem with using herbicide is that there is a very negative impact on native plant species as they 

are also killed by herbicide. Herbicides never succeed in controlling exotic weeds unless the entire plant 

community is destroyed and then established again from seed. That is not a feasible alternative in native 

vegetation.  

I believe, from our experience in the Provincial Park system, that the missing pieces in the control puzzle 

are grazing and patience with the beetles. I believe introducing grazing, along with a much longer time 

expectation for reducing leafy spurge through the establishment of spurge beetles, is probably the only 

feasible long-term strategy for controlling this weed. 

Leafy spurge, and many other invasive exotics, are here to stay. They are part of the new natural but we 

certainly don’t want them to dominate that new natural. To achieve control of Leafy Spurge, so that it 

stays as a minor part of the vegetation, it is my professional opinion that the City of Regina ought to rely 

on establishing beetle populations and then use targeted grazing, perhaps with goats, to control bad 

infestations and to re-establish the dominance of more desirable plant species.  

With Respect, 

Dr. Rob Wright. 

 



 


